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Employment and Training Administration, Labor § 655.103 

§§ 655.82–655.99 [Reserved] 

Subpart B—Labor Certification 
Process for Temporary Agri-
cultural Employment in the 
United States (H–2A Workers) 

SOURCE: 75 FR 6959, Feb. 12, 2010, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 655.100 Scope and purpose of sub-
part B. 

This subpart sets out the procedures 
established by the Secretary of the 
United States Department of Labor 
(the Secretary) under the authority 
given in 8 U.S.C. 1188 to acquire infor-
mation sufficient to make factual de-
terminations of: 

(a) Whether there are sufficient able, 
willing, and qualified United States 
(U.S.) workers available to perform the 
temporary and seasonal agricultural 
employment for which an employer de-
sires to import nonimmigrant foreign 
workers (H–2A workers); and 

(b) Whether the employment of H–2A 
workers will adversely affect the wages 
and working conditions of workers in 
the U.S. similarly employed. 

§ 655.101 Authority of the Office of 
Foreign Labor Certification (OFLC) 
Administrator. 

The Secretary has delegated her au-
thority to make determinations under 
8 U.S.C. 1188 to the Assistant Secretary 
for the Employment and Training Ad-
ministration (ETA), who in turn has 
delegated that authority to the Office 
of Foreign Labor Certification (OFLC). 
The determinations are made by the 
OFLC Administrator who, in turn, may 
delegate this responsibility to des-
ignated staff members; e.g., a Certi-
fying Officer (CO). 

§ 655.102 Special procedures. 
To provide for a limited degree of 

flexibility in carrying out the Sec-
retary’s responsibilities under the Im-
migration and Nationality Act (INA), 
while not deviating from statutory re-
quirements, the OFLC Administrator 
has the authority to establish, con-
tinue, revise, or revoke special proce-
dures for processing certain H–2A ap-
plications. Employers must dem-

onstrate upon written application to 
the OFLC Administrator that special 
procedures are necessary. These in-
clude special procedures currently in 
effect for the handling of applications 
for sheepherders in the Western States 
(and adaptation of such procedures to 
occupations in the range production of 
other livestock), and for custom com-
bine harvesting crews. Similarly, for 
work in occupations characterized by 
other than a reasonably regular work-
day or workweek, such as the range 
production of sheep or other livestock, 
the OFLC Administrator has the au-
thority to establish monthly, weekly, 
or semi-monthly adverse effect wage 
rates (AEWR) for those occupations for 
a statewide or other geographical area. 
Prior to making determinations under 
this section, the OFLC Administrator 
may consult with affected employer 
and worker representatives. Special 
Procedures in place on the effective 
date of this regulation will remain in 
force until modified by the Adminis-
trator. 

§ 655.103 Overview of this subpart and 
definition of terms. 

(a) Overview. In order to bring non-
immigrant workers to the U.S. to per-
form agricultural work, an employer 
must first demonstrate to the Sec-
retary that there are not sufficient 
U.S. workers able, willing, and quali-
fied to perform the work in the area of 
intended employment at the time need-
ed and that the employment of foreign 
workers will not adversely affect the 
wages and working conditions of U.S. 
workers similarly employed. This rule 
describes a process by which the De-
partment of Labor (Department or 
DOL) makes such a determination and 
certifies its determination to the De-
partment of Homeland Security (DHS). 

(b) Definitions. For the purposes of 
this subpart: 

Administrative Law Judge (ALJ). A per-
son within the Department’s Office of 
Administrative Law Judges appointed 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 3105. 

Adverse effect wage rate (AEWR). The 
annual weighted average hourly wage 
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